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MINING INDUSTRY 

Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.43 pm]: I would like to bring to the attention of the chamber 
the threat to the mining industry in Western Australia in general, particularly the town of Kalgoorlie, for two very 
different reasons. There are two proposed mine sites in the Yilgarn area, the Jackson 5, which has been granted 
a mining lease, and the Bungalbin East, a pending mining lease. These two projects will create 1 500 jobs for more 
than 15 years. They will employ tradesmen who have partners and, no doubt children. With these jobs, the 
tradesmen will be able to provide a home for their families and be able to feed and educate them. The mine sites 
will also employ engineers. At the moment the Western Australian School of Mines in Kalgoorlie is struggling to 
attract young engineers to study there because over the last five years there has been a reduction in positions for 
engineers. Again, these two mines will encourage more young people to develop skills to become engineers. More 
important, these mines are dedicated to taking on apprentices, particularly from Kalgoorlie. These apprentices will 
eventually become tradesmen and be able to support their families. They may even decide to go on further and 
become engineers. 

These mines mean also that taxes and royalties will be paid to the government. Port charges totalling tens of 
millions of dollars will also go to the government coffers. Australia lived off the sheep’s back 50 or 60 years ago, 
but that will not happen today; there are too many people in the state. Pastoralists and the agricultural and tourism 
industries all contribute millions to the state coffers but the roads, schools and hospitals need the big dollars. The 
only industry that will provide that is the mining industry. 

The first threat is a wee beastie called a troglofauna, which was discovered after the proposal for the mine sites. 
I would like to describe this common little bug to members but, unfortunately, it is so small that even with my 
glasses on I cannot see it. It has been in the Yilgarn area for a long time and it is enjoying living throughout the 
state. If it were the size of a cattle dog, we would all be in trouble. 

The second threat to my electorate is the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation. This department 
has a budget of a quarter of a billion dollars every year. I believe it wants to do one thing and one thing only—that 
is, to stop all mining in the state. I often ask where the EPA was when part of the Kwinana Freeway was opened 
14 years ago. I remember driving past stands of trees, paddocks, grass and bushes all the way down there. But the 
land developers turned them into sandpits and as we drive down there now, all we see is a sea of roofs. In 35 years 
in the mining industry I have never once come across a rogue miner. If a litre of oil or less is spilt on a mine site, 
it is dug up and sent to a remedial centre where it is prepared, the oil is burned off and it is put back the way it 
should be. 

The other problem is the exploration incentive scheme. For every dollar that is returned to the drillers and miners, 
$10 comes back to the government in the long term. If the government shuts down the EIS, exploration in the state 
will stop. Nobody will notice that it has stopped for probably a couple of years but when the government realises 
it has made a mistake by cutting the EIS, it will not go out the following weekend and find gold and iron ore mines. 
It is a long-term project and that is why I hope the Minister for Mines and Petroleum thinks about the EIS very 
seriously, because without it, mining in Western Australia will grind to a halt very quickly. 
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